
Report, Comments & Feedback from 
Joint SACRE conference on 15th June at 
Easthampstead Park
The conference opened with whole group discussion and questions about the issues surrounding 
crossing the barriers between faiths and the need to move out of our comfort areas to meet people 
who may be different. Identifying the things that link us together as human provided a good starting 
point – social media, language and communication, curiosity, mutual benefit, listening to questions, 
humility, celebrations, common interests and vulnerability. The need to “cross the bridge” was 
clearly identified as the need to see the person under the different beliefs. 

Lesley Fraser from Newlands Girls School raised some of the benefits and challenges encountered in 
organising visits to places of worship. She talked about the issues of cost, time, occasional parental 
resistance, as well as the variability of venues. The benefits of trips however were clearly identified 
as being: opening up children’s eyes to the wider world; learning outside the classroom; being 
memorable. She suggested some of the kinds of activities that could be done at places of worship 
and cited the Mandir in Neasden as having ready-made worksheets. She identified the need for 
places of worship to understand what was needed and to engage and stimulate the students.

Delegates were informed about the West Berks RE trails (www.retrailsforwestberks.net) and asked 
to think about what is in their local areas.

Comments from the discussion groups

Teachers want places of worship to offer:
 Lessons pitched at appropriate level for children with knowledge & understanding on both 

sides
 Enquiry skills and questions in line with the Scheme of Work/ syllabus.
 Artefacts and hands on experience
 Someone there to inform but not indoctrinate
 Provide a pre-trip visit to the school
 Clear requirements of dress code, food, expectations (whether it is ok to take photographs 

for example) and the consequences of breaking the code. 
 Photographs of the place of worship in use or that exemplify faith in action
 Someone near to the age of the children to lead a Q & A session
 Sufficient challenge in the level of the visit.

Faith Groups made these suggestions:
 Base visits around the curriculum
 Visits to faith schools as well as places of worship e.g. class visits to class of same age in a 

faith school and more co-operation between faith schools
 Teachers need to communicate what they expect
 Pre-visit preparations – on style of visit, questions beforehand.
 Clear boundaries, timeframes and expectations
 Well trained hosts & dynamic speakers

http://www.retrailsforwestberks.net/


 Use expertise of the Sacred texts
 Inter-faith school projects
 Places of worship need to advertise & be available

SACRE members suggested:
 Money could be provided for transport for visits – perhaps by faith groups
 Speakers and schools need co-ordinating
 Guidance to be given to speakers about school expectations
 Hosts may need basic classroom management training
 Put together a panel of faith experts for higher level discussions 
 Lobbying DfE about the need to prioritise RE
 A national SACRE curriculum
  Chaplaincy

All groups suggested an annually updated contact list of faith groups and speakers

Some other suggestions were made:
 Assembly Template for all faiths at once
 Get to know you social sessions
 More session like the joint SACRE to meet, share and network

11 Feedback forms were received.

Responses were overwhelmingly positive:

What have you found most helpful about this meeting?
The opportunity to meet & discuss with others, be they teachers, SACRE members of members of a 
faith community and discovering shared objectives, ideas and issues.

What do you hope to gain from the project?
This was more varied but boiled down to improving & enhancing RE provision that inspires and 
engages pupils and teachers; better inter-faith relations with positive communications and 
opportunities to work together; a directory of faith contacts

What/how can you contribute to the success of this project?
Most answers involved communicating the “word” about this session. There were offers of support, 
but nothing precise that we could actually follow up.  Interest was shown in establishing links with 
faith communities and church communities. One person suggested that they will plan CPD for 
teachers.

How could this meeting have been more helpful? 
More input on practical issues was suggested as was the suggestion it would have been better if 
there had been a wider representation of teachers and SACRE members! And a contact list…

Suggestions for future SACRE conferences
RE & British values (being British); presentations from actual places to visit; presentations to deepen 
SACRE members’ knowledge & understanding of faith in action; sharing of progress made on the 
project


